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this primitive education aims is so simple, the boy or
girl can acquire it largely in imitative play or by par-
ticipation in the activities of the community. No actual
schools are needed, but, through following the example
set by their elders, a certain skill in fighting, hunting,

FIG, 1.   Elders instructing young men of an Australian tribe at the "ini-
tiatory ceremonies."
Reproduced from Spencer and Gillen's Across Australia,
and fishing can be acquired by the boys, and in tanning,
weaving, and cooking by the girls. The method used
is that of ''trial and success." The learner blindly imi-
tates until the wrong acts are eliminated and the right
ones rendered habitual through the pleasure resulting
from successful action.
But the theoretical education is more conscious and
formal, and is given at puberty through the " initiatory
ceremonies" (Fig. 1). In these rites the youths are